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Winging it
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from Sam Cannon Art
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Alex, cold nights and an exhausting amoutiteafdachesl. always get ill when |
take time off so it was inevitable.
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But the good news is that all that rain meagbot to hide indoors with my hot
water bottle and gelots of painting done. That meant 5 new bigger paintings
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painting so sometimes | like to revisit something | painted and felt | could mak
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very soon.
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What | got up to on my tlme off.

Though it did rain pretty much all the time in the first week, things were a little
better the second week.
And you know Dorset is beautiful at any time of year. When | think of how
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leavingthe area.
| got to spend lots of time with mum, dad, my son and the horses. And of
course Bella. Bella likes to play in the hay whilst we feed the horses. And chas
tennis balls whilst we dodge showers and pick up the hpose(see mum
poised to launch another bal\Ve are alternatinghe days we pick up togive
the dung beetles longer to feast. | always knew that they attracted lots of birds /%
but apparently they are a great food source for young bats. %
Bella also came for a walk with usEggardorHill where | met the most
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been found hungry and thirsty in Charmouth so we kept him well supplied with
food until storm Alexpassed and he hopefully flew on home.
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do. But | tend to steer clear of putting people into my paintings because if drawthe very beautiful Olivia with her long red hair who was in my
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leading a horse into a painting and | have used children in some of my
paintings too. Though getting models for this kind of work is always a
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time these days. But maybe one day.



Experiments and new ideas

Thoughl love paintinganddrawingnewthings, I £ 42 KI @S ySg ARSI A& GKI
have a go at.

And| promiseyouthat mostof them & 2 daéversee.Butlthoughte 2 dikR hear
about how this oneis goingc mostlybecausei (b€kfia massivedisastersofar.

Sowith sometime off | wasrelishingthe chance toexperiment.l hadbeengiven
someplaster pebbles by a lovely lady earlier this year and finally got around to
painting on them. They are SO different to painting stones but smooth and easy (and
lighter too).

But in a world where so many people are painting stones and they are getting harder
and harder to source, this seemed a good solution going forward.
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too. But they are expensive and not very big. And | like bigger ones to paint on.

So | searched online and found a mould. Tvasjust under£30. But it was big,
giving me plenty of space to play with. And smooth and beautiful.

And thenl searchedonline and orderedwhat | hopedwasthe correctplasterto use.

A back breaking sized £35 bag arrived and the teenager was asked to carry it up to

the kitchen. Buthoughit comeswith all kindsof warningsabouthow to staysafe
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measure it, mix it and use it.
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And for the next 6 days, | made a cast every day. You have to wait 24 hours before New wooden

turning them out. Cleaning the mould, mixing the plaster and leaving the next one to
stand on a flat surface. pebbles (that |

The first one was a bit ropgg few bubbles on the surface) gavas a good one to will be usmg)

practice on. and small

Unlike the ones that had been sent to me, this was very freshaaricapplied the pIaSter pebbles
gouache paint, ifust ateit up. Which is expensive! And as it turns out, it was because it
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But the result came out great and so | sprayed it with fixative and then just had to sand
and seal théottom after the top was dried.

| bought special sand paper, ordered some mupaét (in anticipation of the next one) 5 ] ] 5
andthen sprayed it witHixative(odzi 8 A RS 2y Yé RSO(1AYy3d | a ée2dz OFLyQu &aLIN}eée AU AYR22NAULO

As this was the week when it had stopped raining but was still showering, it then
proceeded to rain as soon as | had sprayed it.

| grabbedt, ran insideandplaced it on a plastic bag the nearest thing tdvand that it
g 2 dzt Ry QAad an hobtJater when | went to pick it up, all the paint in contact with
the bag ripped offhRaaaarghhhh

The ruined piece!
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paint on it.

Soii K Iitfo®riow. | havegonebackto googleandfoundout that | needto leaveit for
weeksto thoroughlydry out. And when | do come to paint them, just like a plaster wall,
I need to put a base layer of paint on. Athés g 2 yb@ my expensive gouache.

| enjoy experimenting with new things and it always makes me appreciate it when | bu)¥§
something from another artist who has taken the time to train, practice and perfect
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