Winging it
A monthly newsletter
from Sam Cannon Art
Hello and welcome to my August Newsletter. It’s number 3 now and
it’s funny to look back at last month’s newsletter and see how much
has changed.
Of course it’s 2020 so we are still in this mad, Covid led world. And
my heart goes out to those who are most vulnerable.
In the last month we’ve had days where it felt like the planet was
melting. Then wind and rain of biblical proportions. It’s times like
this that I’m so thankful that I now live in Dorset where it’s always a
little cooler. We do though have many, many tourists and it’s a far
cry from the peace of a few months ago.
Luckily for me they all head for the beaches and don’t realise quite
what stunning countryside there is just a few miles away and this is
where I’m hiding away.

Where to start…..
Over the past two years I’ve tried to take part in a thing on Instagram called ‘March
Meet The Maker’. It’s a way for people who follow a ‘maker’ or ‘artist’ on social
media to find out a bit more about them over the course of the month.

I’m very shy about sharing things. Are people really interested (I feel that way about
writing this too)? But also I’m not very brave about my artwork. So taking part in a
month’s worth of postings all about yourself is challenging.
The reason that I mention this is that it’s given people a chance to find out more
about how I started as an artist. And before I did the kind of paintings you know me
to do now, I really didn’t know where to start when it came to being an artist. I
mean, what do you draw? What do people want to see? And how can you hope to
develop your own style when there’s so many amazing artists already.
Many years ago when I first tried to be an artist full time it was suggested that I
draw race horses and jockeys. So my lovely local vet arranged for me to go along to
Sandown Park Racecourse. He got me an access all areas pass and off I went. I love
horses but this was really not my world. I love hairy horses with hairy legs. But I did
my best and I spent 2 years doing colour pencil drawings of jockeys and the various
scenes from racecourses (like the one featured here).
But if you want to be an artist, you have to sell your work and I just couldn’t. It was
before facebook. Before the internet. And it left me with a huge portfolio full of
drawings of jockeys and race course scenes which still lurk in a drawer today.

Campervans and VW’s
Then in 2010, my parents, my son and I all relocated to
Dorset and I tried once again to be an artist.
I first started by drawing huge colourful flowers. These just
didn’t sell or get any kind of traction. But then no-one had
ever heard of me and no-one saw them. When you first start
it’s hard to get your work in a gallery. Hard to be seen. No
one has ever heard of your and there is so much
competition.
After that I tried doing some portraits. Still no joy. And then I
thought I’d paint some Campervans and Beetles.
The picture on the bottom right is of my own VW
Campervan. I’d just spent 5 years paying off a loan to buy her
and then had to sell her to pay for my website.
I’d never used Acrylic paints before, nor painted on canvas.
But managed to get a big collection of paintings together.
I then found out that because of copyright issues, you can’t
sell VW images. So now I have these (and the ones on the
next page) here at home, brightening my walls. I also learnt
that I don’t like using acrylic paints. They are sticky and they
ruin my lovely paint brushes.

When someone copies one of my paintings (which they
unfortunately do from time to time) they usually say it’s because
they are practicing and they couldn’t think what to paint.
For me, I was just really scared to paint the ‘wrong’ things. Things
people wouldn’t be interested in buying. That I’d spend 40 hours
painting something, no-one would buy it and I’d have to give up
my dream of being an artist yet again.
Looking back, I can see now that what I really just needed to do
was paint what I loved.
When you start painting the things you love, you’ll enjoy it so
much more. You’ll put more into it. And it’ll pay off in the end. I
wish I’d realised that a bit sooner.

Painting stones

If you’ve followed my facebook or Instagram page for
some time I’m sure you’ll know by now that I also paint
stones from time to time.
I used to post them on my facebook page all the time but
honestly, demand got so huge that I just stopped
mentioning them altogether. And these days I occasionally
post some on Instagram where fewer people see them.
So why am I mentioning them now? Well nearly every time
I post some stones people ask me how I paint them. So I
thought I’d try and answer a few questions here.
If you do want to check see if I’ve any available, you’ll find
a section on my website:
http://samcannonart.co.uk/originals/hand-painted-stones/

1) What paints do you use?
I use watercolours and gouache. And for the gold, I use Schmincke Aqua Bronze.
2) Are they waterproof?
Absolutely not. But I do spray them with a fixative – Rust-oleum Crystal Clear. This
makes them splash proof (and smudge proof) but they still won’t survive if you keep
them outside.
3) How do you paint the letters?
I use a really fine watercolour brush. My favourite is a Pro-Arte Miniature
Watercolour Brush.
I might do a little sketch onto paper first, then I just paint. And if you want to have
white lettering on a dark background, you just use white gouache or thick white
watercolour. I never use pens.
4) Are the letters a typeface?
No, they aren’t. But I do have a rough set of rules in my head for how I want them to
turn out. But I make them big or small so they can fit the contours of the stone.

And lastly
I’ve had these two pictures made into prints now so please check out my full list of
prints online. Remember, I’ve put them into 5 different categories to try and make it
easier.
These are:
1) Latest Giclee Prints – here you’ll find most recent or most popular prints
2) Larger Prints – I’ve been asked for bigger prints for such a long time and I’m
gradually getting a big selection together.
3) Older Prints – these cost £10 less than the ‘latest’ giclee prints. And if you want
to have a quick look to see how my work has changed over the last 8 years, this
is a really good place to start!
4) Small Framed Prints – I also do a very limited number of pictures in frames. But
they are small (so I can safely and economically post them). And I ONLY do
these in the UK.
5) Lyme Regis Prints – Lyme Regis is so close to home that I have a whole section
just for these paintings.
To order, just send an email to info@samcannonart.co.uk
You can find them all at www.samcannonart.co.uk/prints
And if you’d like to see more of my work, older work, a bit more about my home life,
here’s a good place to look:
www.Instagram.com/samcannonart or
www.Pinterest.com/samcannonart

