Winging it special
The badger cull – coming to a
county near you.
I just had to say something. And if this is not your thing, I totally
understand. My page is meant to be about art. But at a time when
I’m having to keep my mouth shut about so many things and feel so
powerless about so much, I just wanted to give you the heads up
about the badger cull.
• It’s still happening. This year and for another 4 years.
• It starts on 1st September.
• This year there will be at least 53 zones where it takes place.
• This year’s target is between 34,302 and 64,657. That is on top of
over 100,000 badgers which have already been culled since 2013.
This isn’t just killing a few badgers. It’s wiping out entire populations.
If this bothers you at all, please read on.

How you can help
If you are a rambler or dog walker
If you like to take walks, you can really help.
There are things you need to look out for:
• Cages
• Peanuts
• Stones/rocks that have been moved
Badgers are killed in two main ways. One involves cages. These will be placed near to setts and
peanuts put inside to lure the badgers in. They are then shot. Often in a neighbouring field or
clearing.
Before the cages are put out, peanuts will be put down to encourage the badgers to visit. This is
called pre baiting.
And if other animals are about that might eat the peanuts first, they are sometimes placed
underneath stones or rocks to protect them (with the knowledge that badgers are strong enough
to push stones aside and eat them).
If you notice any of the above, get in touch with your local badger group. Tell them what you’ve
seen. Where you saw it. Grid references really help. No-one needs to know it was you who passed
the message on. This is such a massive help. Your ears and eyes can make all the difference.
It’s also good to report dead badgers found by the side of the road to your local badger group.
This way they can check that the badger is actually deceased (and rescue it where necessary). But
they can also check that the badger hasn’t been shot and it’s body made to look like it’s been
killed on the road. This happens a lot.

More ways you can help
Watch out
A great way to help is to be aware of your
local badger sett and keeping an eye out for
changes.
If you know you have badgers near to you, it
would really help if you could find out where
their sett is. And then just keep checking up
on them. Check for cages, check for peanuts.
Check for shell casings from guns.
Watch out for lights at night that might be the
shooters working in your area.
If you notice activity, report it to your local
badger group.

Spread the word
Many people think that the badger cull has
been scrapped. This was after an
announcement by the Government that it
would end. Instead its bigger than ever.
It would really help if you could spread the
word that it hasn’t. If you have family or
friends who love wildlife, tell them it’s still
going on. Tell them where the cull is taking
place. Tell them to spread the word and to be
vigilant.
There are great pages you can follow on
facebook or other social media. Follow and
share wherever you can.

Below you can see where the cull is taking place this
year. Also the number of years it has taken place in
these areas already, their start dates and their
target numbers.
This was shared on the fantastic website:
https://www.facebook.com/SaveMe2010

Are you good at putting pen to paper? If so, please write to
your MP, your local council and your local papers to raise this
issue.

If you are physically able to, you can also get more
directly involved.
Badger groups are always looking for new volunteers
to:
Raise funds
Raise awareness
Survey setts
Join them when they demonstrate
Go out at night and protect vulnerable setts

Boycotting
I was recently reading about how effective it can be to just boycott the
products from places that take part in the cull. Find out what is happening in
your area, who is taking part and then just stop using their services. If you
are going on holiday in the UK, please make sure you are not going to stay at
a place that takes part in the cull. And to be honest, would you really feel
safe in the knowledge that people with high powered rifles were heading
out at night to shoot.
I have deliberately not gone into the science or the politics involved in the
cull. So if you’d like to know more, there’s lots of great research out.
And it may be that before you do anything, you’d like to find out more.
Here’s some useful links to paste into you browser:
http://www.savemetrust.org/save-me-trust-our-work/badger – This page is packed with
information and will tell you about which animals have TB, about vaccinations, about the
testing strategies and why things aren’t going to get any better unless significant
changes are made.
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/you - if you scroll down this page there is a form you can
complete should you wish to find your nearest group.
https://www.facebook.com/VetsAndVetNursesAgainstTheBadgerCull/
https://badgeractionnetwork.org.uk/useful-links/ - will give you links to lots of groups and
is a great page in itself.
I could post endless links to the badger groups on facebook (which are a mine of
information) but I’m sure you can find them by searching yourself.

