Winging it
A monthly newsletter
from Sam Cannon Art
Hello and thank you so much for clicking on this link to have a
look. So this is my second go at a newsletter and for all those
that commented on the first one, thank you.
This time, as well as some updates about what’s been going
on here for me and this strange life in Dorset, I’ve some
insights into what you need to do to sell your work as an artist
(or at least what I do), plus the new things that are available
on my website.
If there’s something that you’d like to learn more about, do
please let me know and I’ll try to cover it in a future
newsletter.

Gull news
This was our
little gull on
the day I
brough him
home.

It’s been over 3 weeks now since I took some cards into a shop in Bridport and
heard that there was a seagull caught up in netting above the shop. I rushed up and
cut him down. And his mother was cut out of the netting too, though she was sadly
already dead.
It had a been really hot the day before and all night.
I gave him water straight away and he weakly clamped his little beak on my arm.
I drove home with him and placed him inside an old cage with food and water. And
fed him every 2 hours for the first few days. He was so weak and couldn’t hold his
wings up where they’d been caught in the netting and he’d struggled to get free.

And I took this
picture the day
before he was
delivered to his
new temporary
home.

We bandaged his wings up for support for the first 24 hours too and over a couple
of weeks he went from being in the cage to having the freedom of a stable. We put
things in for him to practice jumping on and off and a pool for him to go in too.
As you can see, he went from strength to strength. He even tried to escape and was
found marching up and down the front of the stables. On the day before he left, I
took this second picture. He could fly up high by then and it was time for a new,
safe home. Where he could mix with other gulls ready to be released.
On our way back from taking him to the very kind chap who does this work, we
then found a dog lost on the roads too. The whole trip (including reuniting the
elderly dog with its owner) took just over 5 and a half hours.
This is why I struggle to get things done!

A little bit about being an artist for a living

When I first started out as an artist it was
really all about the painting and drawing.
But very soon you realise that if you don’t
start selling your work, you’re not going to
be doing the drawing or painting for very
much longer.
A big part of my life now is working on
social media. So if you check out
@samcannonart on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and Pinterest you will see
hundreds of posts (and in some cases over
a thousand).
I don’t do it every day but I do post all the
time and try my hardest to react to
comments and answer questions.

The other thing I spend hours on is my
website. I have to photograph and edit
pictures. I have to load them up onto the
website and then every day go through
emails and messages on social media.
The other part I wasn’t prepared for was
the whole wrapping/posting/stock control
part.
I have to order prints, cards, frames, boxes,
packing tape, mounts. The list is endless.
Keep up to date with everything I’ve got
and I’m always packing new items away.
And then each day you have to pack orders
for shops, galleries and customers who
have contacted you directly.

So there’s daily trips to the post office and
courier drop off points.
As time has gone on I spend less and less
time actually painting. This means I treasure
that time more than ever.
During lock down I stopped taking orders
for 5 weeks. I painted more in that time
than I’ve been able to for years and loved it.
But really, if you want to earn a living as an
artist, there’s much, much more to it than
just creating. But after years of trying to do
this, it’s amazing to finally call it my job.

What’s new……
New Cards and Overseas Postage - update

This week I have two new cards available.
There’s SQ-179 – ‘I just miss you’ and SQ-180 –
‘Ammonite heart’. You can find them here:
www.samcannonart.co.uk/greetings-cards

The picture on the left shows how the bigger prints
compared to my standard size.

Larger prints

But I’m still not posting to the USA and Canada.
I’m watching the situation every day and
promise to let you know once I start again.
Friends who have been shipping there are
having very mixed results and I just want to
wait until things are improved.

Ever since I started getting prints done I’ve had people ask if I could do them in a
bigger size. With my older work, painted smaller, photographed with an old camera,
I just couldn’t do this.
But over the last year I’ve been able to scan my work on an A3 scanner and have
started to get together a range of ‘larger’ prints. Rectangular ones have a long edge
of 42cm. They come without a mount and are posted in a tube.
I love how they are turning out and you can see the range at
www.samcannonart.co.uk/prints

I posted on my facebook page about my garden becoming a
jungle. So I thought I’d show you how it’s looking.

This is an iphone snap of our ‘side
paddock’. It’s 3 acres and we’ve been
trying to encourage the growth of
wildflowers and grasses.
The horses are only allowed to graze in
here during the early spring.
Right now it is full of grasshoppers,
crickets, butterflies, bees and all kinds of
bugs.

The picture above is the view from my balcony.
There are actually lots of vegetables in there too but the
flowers that have self seeded are just too beautiful for me to
pull out.
So it is also thick with borage, sunflowers and other lovely
plants that I just can’t take away from the bees.
The other thing that I love is how it is full of birds.
This morning as I went to check the bird baths that are in it
(I have 3 down there), 2 pheasants flew out and blackbirds
and blue tits scattered in all directions.

The picture above is taken from within the garden.
This year has been an amazing one for hollyhocks and they
line the raised beds.
I know that my garden my not win any prizes for ‘neatest’ or
‘most productive’. But it’s a great home for nature and the
horses are loving the carrot tops.
Thank you so much for checking in and taking the time to
read this. And I’ll be doing a new newsletter in August.
Sam ☺

